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INTRODUCTION 
 
To practice pharmacy in Nova Scotia, individuals must maintain a valid licence with the Nova 
Scotia Pharmacy Regulator (NSPR). NSPR registrants must comply with all regulatory 
requirements, including registration and licensing requirements.  

Failure to comply with licence renewal requirements or ongoing licensure requirements —such 
as maintaining active professional liability insurance—results in an automatic suspension of 
the licence.  

Practising with a suspended licence poses a significant risk to the public. This is the case 
regardless of whether the registrant intended to practice without a valid licence or the length 
of the unauthorized practice.  

As self-regulated professionals, registrants are responsible for renewing their licence 

annually and for maintaining licensure requirements throughout the year, including 
complying with the declarations they make during the renewal process. The NSPR provides 
reminders and guidance for completing renewals on time, but it remains the registrant’s 

responsibility to renew on time and ensure valid licensure is maintained at all times. 

Under the Regulated Health Professions Act (RHPA), a registrant who practices while 
suspended is subject to a fine imposed by the Registrar. This fine is in addition to any other 

fees (e.g. late fees) that may be incurred by the registrant. 

 

Relevant Legislation 

Fines for Practicing Without a Valid License 

Section 53 of the NSPR Bylaws authorizes the Registrar to impose a fine on any registrant who 
engages in practice without a valid licence as follows: 

I. A fine of not more than $1,000 for a first offence; and 
II. A fine of not more than $2,000 for any subsequent offence. 

 

Other relevant provisions: Regulated Health Professions Act s. 35; ss. 41-46; NSPR Bylaw s. 52, 
ss. 55 – 56. 
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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Policy is to further set out the fine amounts that will be applied to each 
NSPR licence category when a registrant in that category practices pharmacy without a valid 

licence.  

 

POLICY  
 

1.0 The Registrar shall impose a fine on a registrant who engages in practice without a 
valid licence as follows:   
 
1.1. for pharmacists: 

1.1.1. $1,000 for a first offence, and  

1.1.2. $2,000 for any subsequent offence.   

1.2. for pharmacy technicians:  
1.2.1. $500 for a first offence, and  
1.2.2. $1,000 for any subsequent offence; 

 
1.3. for students, interns, pharmacist assessment candidates and pharmacy 

technician candidates: 

1.3.1. $250 for a first offence, and 
1.3.2. $500 for any subsequent offence.  

 

2.0 For the purposes of section 1.0, “subsequent offence” includes a second offence 
committed by a registrant, regardless of the registrant category held at the time of the 
first offence.  
 
If a registrant holds a different licence category when the second offence is 
committed, the fine imposed for the subsequent offence will be determined by the 
registrant’s current licence category.  
 

3.0 Where a registrant fails to pay a fine imposed under subsection 1.0 or knowingly 
continues to practise without a valid licence, the Registrar shall refer the matter to the 
NSPR Complaints Committee. 

 

Approved by NSPR Board: November 26, 2025, effective January 1, 2026 


